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John 11: 43 

Seasonal Focus: We are in the season of Lent, where for centuries, people across all different faith traditions  
set aside these weeks for the purpose of deep spiritual reflection, humility, learning, prayer,  

and placing themselves before God in a way that would shape them.   

Opening: When have you loved another and what did it take to initiate and express that love? 
When have you been loved by another, and what did it take to receive that love?  

Discussion: Read John 11:43. This weekend, Pastors Tracey Bianchi and Lisa Capozzoli guide 
us through the next captivating portion of the Lazarus story. 

1. Name (John 3:16) 

• What are you feeling or thinking when someone ‘big and powerful’ calls you by name? What 
does it feel like when someone you respect forgets your name? 

• What do you think it must have been like for the entombed Lazarus to hear Jesus’ voice, 
calling him back to life, by name?  

• God loves the world, but how is it that God knows you by name? Have you known God as a 
distant or personal God? 

2. Start Small

•  “The crucial step in being transformed is learning to let yourself be loved. Skip this step 
and transformation will not happen.” — Stephen Smith. What are some reasons that 
someone would skip the step of letting themselves be loved?  

• From Smith’s quote, which is the greater risk for you, not being transformed or letting 
yourself be loved?  

3. Jesus Knew Lazarus (Psalm 139) 

• Jesus knew Lazarus and loved him personally, through darkness and death. What words 
would you use to describe your relationship with Jesus? 

• Pastor Lisa shared personally with us, “…Slowly all of my failures, were coming out, and the 
astounding thing is, I experienced the love of God any way. God loved me, God called my 
name, and God knew who I was.” If you have you gone through something similar to what 
Lisa described, would you share this with the group? How has this experience affected you? 
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 4. Beloved (John 15: 9-17) 

• Pastor Tracey described God’s love for us, “He invests in us… makes an effort… like the 
friend who knows exactly how you take your coffee…This is the friendship God bestows 
upon us. We are his beloved.“ How does God express his love to you? 

•  “If we fully take in the magnitude of this love, it will change us.” What keeps us from taking 
in and holding onto the love God has for us? How would God’s love change us? 

5. Let Love Transform You  (Ephesians 3:16-19; John 10:3-5) 

• "The key for each one of us is to be able to receive God’s love. This is the journey.” 
How do we get to be a recipient of God’s love? When will you create space to receive 
God’s love? 

• How will you let the love of God transform you? How ready are you to persevere in 
the transformation? What are you praying and hoping will be transformed? 

• “It is God who can fill our hearts and souls with his love. It is God who can heal and 
transform us. We just have to receive his love, to let ourselves be loved. We have to 
surrender to the One who created us, who loves us no matter what…who loves us 
with all of our faults, and our blemishes, and our defects.”  How have you 
surrendered to God’s love? What impact has this had on your transformation? 

Practice of the Week 
Contemplative Prayer: to develop an open, restful receptivity to God.  
•Allow a portion of scripture to sink deep into the heart, as a prayer to God.  
•Be open to God and allow the Spirit to nudge, fill or speak.  
•Listen to the Voice of Love in this week’s Lenten devotional. Text ‘devo’ to 630-206-3230. 

Additional Resources: 
The Lazarus Life: Spiritual Transformation for Ordinary People  by Stephen W. Smith  
Surrender to Love: Discovering the Heart of Christian Spirituality  by David G.Benner  
You are the Beloved: Daily Meditations for Spiritual Living by Henri Nouwen 

We’d love to hear from you! 
If you have thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides  

more meaningful for you and your group, please let us know. 
We would also LOVE to hear how God is using these Scriptures and study guides in your lives.  

Kathy Woods: kwoods@cc-ob.org • Eric Haskins: ehaskins@cc-ob.org  


